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Agnes.
"  She 
was a member of the Jehovah 

The first inn1ate I 
met was .. 

wa·rming about his laughter and 
he 
w~s 
well 
like·

•
 

n
o cars but they did have a carriage and a driver at their 
dis­posal to travel on the extensive lands that were und
er cultivation. However, I found this somewhat pompous. I 
also found it embarrassing, that inmates whom we passed
 
on 

he offered to drive me to my 
quarters. The 
officers had 
·

•
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3 

She had taken special pains in 
getting 
my 
room 
ready for my wife's visit. Above my 
bed she
 
had 
attached a 
pray­ing angel to the wall Lord only 
knows 
where 
she 
got 

•
 

At that t ime I had a new cleaning 
lady 
personal 
maid would have been a more fitting 
title. Olga! 
Olga was 
Polish. She was a factotum. But there 
was something touching about the 
solicitous care with which she 
took my affairs 
In 
hand. There were always flowers in 
my 
room: 
always 
a 
clean table cloth and clean curtains, 
and 
somehow 
she 
always managed to have a surprise 
for me. 

wooden sandals without stockings 
and 
a 
kerchief 
over 
her hair. lt was war time and elegance
 w
as 
a 
luxury 
we 
could not afford. 

seen too 
much 
of 
each 
other 
;n our marriage. I met my wife at the 
railway station. She 
wore 

married couple 
and 
had 
not 

for a visit to. that prison camp, othe
r w i s e 
known 
as 
East Germany, were not required at A
u s c h w i t z .  We 
were a young 

In May my wife, for the first 
time, 
came 
to 
visit 
n1e. She vvas a teacher in agricultural 
home 
economics 
and 
was curious about my work at the con
centration 
camp. 
This 
fact alone, th~t we were able to have 
our relatives 
visit 
us 
at any time, should prove that the 
camp 
administration 
had nothing to hide. Had Auschwitz 
been t
he 
death 
factory 
it is reputed to have been, such visits 
would 
certainly 
not 
have been permitted. Formalities. such 
as 
even 
today are 
required 

Ol
ga 

Surprising to me was the elegance
 of the inmates' wear· ing appareL 
Their outer garments 
did, 
of 
course, 
consist of uniforms, but all other 
apparel. 
including 
shoes, 
was 
of the finest quality, nor was there 
any 
lack 
in 
beauty 
care, and make-up was all part of the 
female 
dress. 
Every 
Satur­day our women were sent to the 
main camp for an 
exchange of laundry and they brought 
back 
alluring 
bits 
of 
booty, which were then distributed 
among 
the 
inmates. 
lt was 
a type of theft that I think was being 
quietly tolerated. 

Author and wife on leave 
in 
the East. 
1944. 

.. Kanada" was kept under guard at 
all 
times 
to 
prevent looting from the outside. In 
our weather station 
we 
had 
a female SS-worker who, on one 
occasion, 
"organized" a 
pair of stockings for herself from .. 
Kanada 
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2 

plundering••. However, the
 
inmates 
themselves,  who worked there, stole 
constantly. 

.
.. 
She 
was court-Pnar­tlalled for .. 

Author and wife on leave 
in 
the East. 
1944. 
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